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TAMALPAIS UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Larkspur, California 

CITIZENS’ FISCAL (BOND) OVERSIGHT COMMITTEE MINUTES 
March 28, 2012 

 
 
A meeting of the Citizens’ Fiscal Oversight Committee (FOC) of the Tamalpais Union High School 
District was called to order by Dick Johnson, on March 28, 2012 at 4:19 p.m. in the Kreps 
Conference Room, 395 Doherty Dr., Larkspur. 
 
Members Present: Dick Johnson, Lori Parrish, Susan Schmidt, Bill Levinson, Ellin Purdom, Nancy 
McCarthy, Bruce Dorfman 
  
Members Absent: Paul Waszink, Loraine Berry, George Yandell, Betsey Cutler, Larry Litvak, 
Laurie Kimbrel 
 
Staff present: Tony Catrino, Kaley Cloney, Jeff Nigro 
  
 
1. Minutes 

 
M/S/C (Litvak, Yandell) unanimously, 7 ayes, 0 noes, 6 absent to approve the minutes of the 
October 13, 2010 meeting.  
 

2. Audit 
 

Jeff Nigro of Nigro & Nigro, PC provided an overview of the Annual Financial and performance 
Audit.  Jeff began with an overview of Measure A and its requirements. Nigro & Nigro, PC has 
issued an unqualified opinion on the financial statements of the bond building fund as of 
December 31, 2011, meaning the statements do conform to generally accepted accounting 
principals. No deficiencies were found in the internal controls of the district. Jeff discussed types 
of things looked at in the performance audit, such as the review of contracts to ensure the district 
is following proper bid procedures, and sampling of invoices to confirm amounts being billed 
match up to the work performed. The auditors also visited and inspected the sites to observe the 
work in progress.  
 
Discussion took place regarding 2001 Bond funds being used for 2006 Bond expenditures.  
Nancy McCarthy raised her concerns regarding the legality of this. 
 
The District has budgeted for the repair of the HVAC in the Caldwell Theater on the Tamlapis 
High School campus. The District is in litigation with the architect from this job. Lori Parrish 
will provide to the committee information about the expenses related to the HVAC legal matter 
and the cost of repair to the HVAC system. Nancy McCarthy requested a copy of the complaint, 
cross complaints, litigation and trial information. 

 
M/S/C (Levinson, Purdom) unanimously, 6 ayes, 1 noes, 6 absent to approve the Independent     
Auditor’s Report on the 2001 Bond Fund. 
 

  



ADOPTED 

Page 2 of 2 

3. Budget Update 
 

There is approximately $6.8 million remaining in the 2001 Bond Fund at December 31, 2011. 
Though these funds are uncommitted, it does not mean they are unbudgeted. There are budgeted 
expenditures of $5.1 million.  

 
4. Modernization Update 

 
Tony provided the committee with a facilities update. The Redwood Art Building construction is 
expected to be completed in August 2013 and air conditioning is expected to be completed in 
August 2012.  

 
A document comparing the yellow book budget to the actual cost was provided.  Bill Levinson 
requested a comparison of the yellow book budget vs. actual cost for the 2001 and 2006 Bonds.  

 
5. Committee Closure 

 
A draft final report was presented to the committee. The committee does not want to disband 
since there is still a fund balance. Lori Parrish stated that though the money is unspent it has been 
budgeted. Also, the District’s legal counsel with Kronick Moskovitz Tiedemann & Girard 
confirmed that the Citizens’ Fiscal Oversight Committee is no longer needed as the “bond 
proceeds have been spent and/or are earmarked for authorized uses”. Bill Levinson said the 
original resolution said a final report would be submitted to the Board “at the completion of the 
modernization effort and expenditure of all Measure A Bond proceeds.” The committee does not 
agree that the end of the modernization effort has been reached. Ellin Purdom and Bill Levinson 
suggested that the 2006 Citizens’ Oversight Committee could oversee the remaining projects and 
expenditures. Bill also suggested that any 2001 committee member be allowed to attend and 
participate at these meetings.   
 
Nancy McCarthy montioned that Item 6 and 6-2 not be accepted today as the Final Report of the 
FOC. This motion died for lack of a second.  
 
A poll was taken of the committee members regarding whether the work of the committee was 
complete. Nancy McCarthy, Dick Johnson, Bruce Dorfman and Bill Levinson agreed that the 
work of the committee is not complete. Ellin Purdom suggested combining the 2006 and 2001 
committees. Bill Levinson believes the committee should disband with 1 million or less 
remaining in the fund balance. All committee members agree, except for Nancy McCarthy. The 
committee asks that a resolution to rescind the resolution authorizing the dissolution of the FOC 
be submitted for the Board meeting on 4/3/12. 
 
Lori Parrish will agendize for the 4/3/12 board meeting the outcome of today’s meeting, including 
approval of the 2001 Bond Audit, a final report will be provided at the completion of all projects, 
and the FOC agrees to disband with 1 million or less in the fund balance. There was discussion 
regarding whether the 2006 COC can oversee the remaining 2001 Bond expenditures and if the 
2006 COC can manage work of the 2001 FOC without an audit being performed.  

 
6.  Adjournment  

 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:05 p.m. 


